E(b) Governor’s Despatch: Robinson to Lord Carnarvon re: the escape of the Fenians p.102-3 (p.3-4 of
8 page despatch) (19 April 1876). Courtesy National Library of Australia.
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F Photograph of the Catalpa at dry dock, New Bedford, Massachusetts U.S.A. (c.1877).
Courtesy Battye Library — Acc 4735B.
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G Cashman’s Diary, p 28 (7 January 1868). Courtesy J.Y. Joyner Library, East Carolina University
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H Leather convict buckets, Fremantle Prison Collection (c.1867-68)
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(@) J.B. O’Reilly Poems, manuscript bound in vellum with gold clasp, cover decorated with Fenian code
script. Showing letter and dedication to Rev. Patrick McCabe (mid-late 1868).
Courtesy Battye Library — Acc 3708A.
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I(b) J.B. O’Reilly Poems, manuscript bound in vellum with gold clasp, cover decorated with Fenian code
script). Showing letter and dedication to Rev. Patrick McCabe (mid-late 1868).
Courtesy Battye Library — Acc 3708A.
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J ‘Fremantle — Port Topics — Escape of Fenian Prisoners’, from WA Times newspaper (21 April 1876).
Courtesy Battye Library, State Library of Western Australia.

The Major is then said to have asked ‘“Can

—— —
e = B hoard” ; to this the Yankee mate
FREMANTLE—PORT TOPICS. i i e

. from the skipper not to allow any one on
ESCAPE OF FENIAN PRIBONERS. . board.” The boat's crew under coxswain Mills

It will probably be interesting to v then watched the whalerwhilethe “ Georgette”
your arr: mypem: an mnogmlntm;?ytza : steamed back to Fremantle. There is no
escape of theso men which was effected in & {: doubta great mistake was made here. The
rather ingenious manner. It is remarkable ,  Whale boat was not in sight ; there is no doubt
that some of them had nearly completed she had run in under sand hills out of
thoir sentences and would in a short pericd {1 view of the Georgette”, and therefore the
:‘m"“ had their liberty. In prison u:‘l‘f oon- | 1 steamer should not have left the spok The

ucted themselves so ex y well that|*  pilice boat could have been sent to Freman-

all of them won the good opinicna of the :
e and Jingly it iap sl 6 tle to request a party of men to besentalo

cupied the posiiion of constables, one of
whom was in the accountant of stores' office
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where he had discharged his duties so well || | The “ tte* arrived in Fremantle about
and acted with 8o much approved propriety 4 p.m., on Tuesday very, much it is said to
that he was treated most liberally by the |+ | the annoyance of the Governor.

prison authorities ; and it is said was allowed About 8 p.m., the police boat returned
10 go in and out of the prison without the |- | and reported that the whale boat with the
wsual pass, Taking advantage of this indu- |, | prisoners came in sight scon after the
Igence on Monday last, while most of the ! Georgette” wel% away. There were

people of the Port of the city were devoting | bout 18 men altogether armed with rifles.

thr_u;; attention to the Regatta, he left the ;j_ﬁl, pulled towards tﬁem, and as he did so

prison with a key swinging on his finger and | . the barque * Catalpa” (American Whaler)

proceeded down to the South Jetty where a |- rounded, and came between the two boats

P&rw ;f cgm"écts were qu;rrrtigls and dm:gls - | before the police boat could get round the

stone for dock purposes ; he there accos 3| |vessal, the prisoners and Captain had
} and

warder in charge of the men, informing him |! FESE g
that the superintendent desired him to ask nied up hat, side

! f}(:r two constables (fenians) to sccompany | Milla, who waa in an open boat, was given to
. him to Government House, to assist in the o A A
removal of some furniture. The warder| |'0 Preserve hll Life ; ho saw his hdp]’“' poai-
. demurred at first, but being assured by the |' |4on, and wisely considered discretion the
| constable with the key on his finger, that the | | better part of valour, and acoordingly made
men would only be away a short time, the tracks for Fremantls, where
warder, nothing doubting, allowed the two
constables of his party to proceed in accord-
ance with what he considered a verbal re- | ;
quest from “* Head Quarters” to perform a
bona fide service. It is reported that the
Superintendent told the chief wardor that as ?
the accountant of stores oflice would be || |11 p.m., started a second time in chase of
: closed the prisoner Cranstan was not to be the ‘‘ Oatalpa”, and overhauling her to the
- let out that daﬁ' {Monday). In consequence | | Bouthward compelled her 1 ‘  heave to” by

the

é
b
3
£
:
;

! of this order the man with the key on his | | firing-one ahet over her bow, when 1
| finger (whose name is Cranstan) was searched Captain was asked if he had the prisoners on
| for, but was not to be found ; it then became board. In the wean time he had hauled up
i known that not only he but a number of . |'the American , and denied he had any
! Fenian prisoners were missing. Search was one X8, Ammbﬂrd;hm
| at once , but without success; in a|' | ocomf the escaped prisotners were there,
: short time, however, a faint gleam of light |1 | but refused ‘hmhq}. The

| downed upon the authorities, as they remeur- | ' | cnme on the of the # pa” and
| bered a whaler had recently put into Bun- | = | were recognised. Orenston wes among the

bury and might Erobably, m some way, be
| connected with the escape prisoners, but an
| application at the telegraph oftice discovered . . .
the fact that communication by wire had number in the prison constable’s dress with !
been stopped. While they were cogitating | i the stripe on the arm. The Georgette”
upon the next best niove to make, s man l.g.m returned without the prisoners, and it

named Bell came galloping from Rocking- | 1 Government does not intend
ham, and informed the polica that he hul :“’Wfﬁtﬂ‘km i
seen an American whale boat, manned and

16 liac boen staying
armod with riflos, take on board from the | | It appesrs & parson who b po R oayin
beach nine men, some in prison clothes, | | for ® hPﬂ'l Colli ’ 'ded|
and pull off from the shore. The police boat | | who was known there as Collins, provi
was then manned with flve of her crew and | | clothing for the Fenian prisoners, and hired
two land police, all armed. Coxswain Mills | | traps and horses to convey them away.
was put in chnqﬁ!nnd the boat proceeded | | Angther man named Jones, though never
along the coast; this happened about midday. | | seen speaking to Collins, and lodged at a
Towards the evening the mail steamer was | | different hotel, is also connected with the
chartered by Hia Excellency, a party of pen- | | affair, but all have got away together.
| sioners, with Major Finnerty, under the The traps and horses were turned loose in
W"f Mr. John Stone, Superintendent of | | 1o bush and afterwards recovered. In one

o

ater Police, proceeded on board to
follow the vessel and if possible recover the e mm&" and 100 rounds of

prisoners. ‘ th ]
On Tuesday about 4 p.m., the ‘*Georgette™ The Home Govemmen!’. have — —
returned mdympom,dp'h,mg spoken with | | to blame for escapes of this deacription, and
the whaler lying sbout nine miles off shore. | | a8 there is now no dou:bt as to the necessity
It is stated that Major Finerty enquired for ’ for a man-of-war cruiser being always on
{ the master of the Avierican craft, when the | | our coast, it may possibly be deemed prudent
i mate, after some prevarication, replied that | ' to station one here to prevent a repetition of
the vessel was waiting the return of her boat, |  this unparrelled piece of Yankee impudence.

* in which the skipper had gone to Fremantle,  —
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2. PERSPECTIVE ON EVENTS

In this activity compare and contrast primary documents
to explore food rationing for convicts sentenced to hard

labour, and how food was used in penal institutions to
control behaviour. Catalpa, 1897 by E.D. Ashley

ACTIVITY 1

Read the following extracts from the Cyclopedia of Western Australia (1912) and the 9/2426 DIET FOR
PUBLIC WORK CONVICTS (c. 1864).

1) Consider the nutritional value of the diet given to prisoners and which food groups are lacking. Research
the kind of diseases that may have occurred as a result of this diet.

2) Explore how diet was used for punishment to control the behaviour of prisoners.






DIETARIES FOR CONVICTS AT PUBLIC WORKS (c.1864)

FOR CONVICTS AT HARD LABOUR
FOR CONVICTS AT LIGHT LABOUR
Breakfast.
% pint Cocoa, containing
Y 0z. Cocoa
2 oz. Milk
% o0z. Molasses.
Bread (See below.)

Breakfast.
% pint Cocoa, containing
Y 0z. Cocoa
2 oz. Milk
% o0z. Molasses.
Bread (See below.)
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Dinner.
Sunday 4 oz. Cheese, Dinner.
Bread. Sunday 4 oz. Cheese,
Bread.
Monday 5 oz. Beef ,— With its own
and liquor, flavoured Monday 4 oz. Beef ,— With its own
Saturday With Y2 0z. and liquor, flavoured
Onions, and Saturday with %2 oz.
thickened with 1/8 Onions, and
oz. Flour, and thickened with 1/8
any Bread and oz. Flour, and
Potatoes left on any Bread and
the previous Potatoes left on
days, and % oz. the previous
Pepper, per cent. days, and % oz.
11b. Potatoes, Pepper, per cent.
Bread. 1 Ib. Potatoes,
Bread.
Tuesday 1 pint of Soup,
and containing 8 oz. Shins of Tuesday 1 pint of Soup,
Friday Beef and containing 6 oz. Shins of
1 oz. Pearl Barley Friday Beef
2 oz. Fresh 1 oz. Pearl Barley
Vegetables, 2 oz. Fresh
1 0z Onions Vegetables,
1/8 oz. Flour 1 oz Onions
1 Ib. Potatoes, 1/8 oz. Flour
Bread. % Ib. Potatoes,
Bread.
Wednesday 5 oz. Mutton - With its own
liquor, flavoured & Wednesday 4 oz. Mutton - With its own
thickened as liquor, flavoured &
above. thickened as
1 Ib. Potatoes, above.
Bread. 1 Ib. Potatoes,
Bread.
Thursday 1 Ib. suet Pudding
containing — 12 oz. Suet, Thursday % Ib. suet Pudding
8 oz. Flour, containing — % oz. Suet,
6% oz. Water. 4 oz. Flour,
1 Ib. Potatoes, 3% oz. Water.
Bread. 1 Ib. Potatoes,
Bread.
Supper.
1 pint Gruel, 2 oz. Oatmeal Supper.
containing Y% oz. Molasses, or Salt, varied 1 pint Gruel, 2 oz. Oatmeal
with ground containing Y2 0z. Molasses
Ginger, or
Pimento

Bread. (See below.)

Bread, per week,

168 oz.
each week day 23 oz.
each Sunday, 30 oz.

Bread. (See below.)

Bread, per week,
145 oz.

each week day 20 oz.
each Sunday, 25 oz.



3. INTERPRETING
HISTORICAL REFERENCES

This activity requires you to select 3 artefacts or artworks from
the Escape! Fremantle to Freedom exhibition. Make reference
notes for your selected items during your visit to the exhibition
and identify the links of each item to the overall story of the
Catalpa escape. Consider which aspects of each item have most significance for the historian today, how these
have been interpreted and whether they tell a complete story.

One of the best-known flags in the world, often referred to as the ‘Stars and Stripes’, played a critical role in the
Catalpa story. This flag has changed over the years. Consider the symbolism of national flags that feature in
the story of the Catalpa escape.

FESCAPE! FREMANTLE VO FREEDOM

ACTIVITY 1

Choose three related artefacts or artworks from the Escape! Fremantle to Freedom exhibition that interest
Rt you. What are the main points of the narrative they tell? Do you agree with the interpretation of history they
suggest? How could a different interpretation suggest a different narrative?

ACTIVITY 2

1) What do the stars and the stripes on the American flag symbolise? Research the history and development
of the American flag from 1777 to the present day.

2) Research two other national flags for their symbolism and development.

3) Design your own personal flag. Choose the colours, shapes and symbols carefully so they can tell other
people something about you.

4. TRUTH OR LEGEND

NOTES FOR TEACHERS

Much of history becomes mythical through interpretation and re-telling. Consider the legend-making
components of the Catalpa escape story and compare it with other Australian historical events that have taken
on new proportions over time (such as the story of Ned Kelly). Were the Fenians heroes or villains?

ACTIVITY 1

Work in small groups for this activity.

You are a group of Australian historians and you have been asked for 10 facts about the Catalpa escape that
no one could dispute. These 10 facts will be on display in a well-established museum.

1) List the 10 facts you would choose about the Catalpa escape.
2) Each group write up their 10 facts on card and display them up around the room.

3) Discuss the proposed facts on display in the class, and examine them according to whether they are
accepted or challenged as facts relating to the Catalpa escape by other members of the class or the

teacher.
4) After the activity, evaluate how easy or difficult it is for an historian to state historical facts without being
challenged.
ACTIVITY 2

To what extent has the Catalpa escape and the events that led up to it been given legendary status?
Analyse the elements that have given legendary status to the story of the Catalpa.

Consider whether there are elements in some historical narratives that influence the creation of a cultural
legend (for example Ned Kelly, the Anzacs and Moondyne Joe). Compare the legendary nature of the Catalpa
escape with another historical event you have been studying.
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5. CONTINUITY AND CHANGE,
VALUES AND BELIEFS

IMMIGRATION

Vast numbers of Irish people have migrated to Australia since
the transportation of the Fenians. It is interesting to compare
attitudes towards Irish immigration from colonial times until now: Catalpa, 1897 by E.D. Ashley
considering the contributions of Irish migrants to Australian

culture and society since 1868, and evaluating the extent of change in these attitudes over time.

CAPITAL PUNISHMENT

In Western Australia the last hanging was in Fremantle Prison in 1964, while the last hanging in Australia
occurred in 1967 in Melbourne. The law abolishing capital punishment in Western Australia was not passed
until 1984. During this twenty-year period there was much community debate about this subject.

ACTIVITY 1

The melody of The Ballad of the Catalpa is drawn from a traditional Irish folk tune. The original words were
written about an Irish rebellion in 1790s, and the song was called Here’s to the Boys of Kilmichael. After the
Catalpa escape became public knowledge, new words were written to fit the old tune and tell the story. Like
many traditional folk songs the authors are unknown and there are various versions.

1) What influences have the Irish had on cultural activities such as art, music, theatre, film and sport in
Australia?

2) Discuss some influences that have changed attitudes towards the Irish and other ethnic groups in
Australian communities over the last 200 years.

ACTIVITY 2

Research why whaling was such an important activity in the mid 1800s and the attitudes towards whaling now.

1) Do a PMI chart (Pluses, Minuses, Interesting) to show the value of whaling to the world economy at that
time.

2) Do a PMI chart that addresses the current issues of whaling.

Organise a classroom debate to present the cases for and against whaling.

ACTIVITY 3
Look at the Fact Sheet on Crime and Punishment in the EDUCATION KIT RESOURCES.

1) What is the difference between capital and corporal punishment?

2) Why do you think corporal punishment is no longer used in Australia?

Organise a classroom debate to present the cases for and against capital punishment.





