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MEDIA RELEASE

31 March 2011
Lives and crime: The face of convict women
Fremantle Prison has secured the exclusive Western Australian rights to a landmark exhibition that reveals the vital contribution of female convicts to colonial Australia. 

Women Transported - Life in Australia’s Convict Female Factories is a confronting exhibition about the harsh lives of female convicts in 12 convict factories across Australia.

Fremantle Prison’s Head Curator Sandra Murray said the exhibition, presented by the University of Western Sydney and Parramatta Heritage Centre, celebrates the fascinating stories of these women through artworks, colonial artefacts, letters, photographs, film and multi media interactives.

“An estimated one in five Australians has an ancestor who spent time in a convict female factory, although little material survives from these women, so we are pleased draw attention to their lives through this remarkable exhibition” Ms Murray said.

Curator Gay Hendriksen of the Parramatta Heritage Centre believes the contribution made by convict women to Australia’s history has been largely ignored.

“They are the ‘mothers of the nation’ – women with grit who survived the dire conditions of the late 18th and early 19th century colonial Australia,” states Ms Hendriksen.

“This exhibition details personal accounts of these women who were torn from the lives they knew, separated from their children, and often assigned to inhumane colonial masters and mistresses.
“Objects are drawn from public and private Australian collections and are a tribute to the memories and experiences of women who made a significant contribution to the development of our nation,” Ms Hendriksen said.

Women Transported documents these women’s skills across 200 different occupations including dairymaids, housemaids, washerwomen, weavers, lace-makers, seamstresses, teachers, fishing net makers and shoe binders.  

The exhibition runs from 9 April to 3 July 2011 in the Prison Gallery at Fremantle Prison. Admission to the exhibition is free, open 9.00am to 5.00pm daily. It is accompanied by a comprehensive illustrated publication available for purchase from the Prison Gift Shop.

As part of the exhibition Fremantle Prison will host a free floor talk with Susanne McLellan, Education and Public Programs Officer, Parramatta Heritage Centre in the Prison Gallery at 3.00pm on Saturday 9 April.
This exhibition is a University of Western Sydney and Parramatta Heritage Centre Partnership.

This exhibition is supported by Visions of Australia, an Australian Government program

supporting touring exhibitions by providing funding assistance for the development and touring of Australian cultural material across Australia.

Note: Susanne McLellan is available for interviews and photographs from Thursday 7 April to Saturday 9 April.   Images are available on request.
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