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MEDIA INFORMATION
10 March 2011
The Catalpa Escape – New display 
Fremantle Prison has a new concise exhibition which traces the story of the Irish Fenians transported to Fremantle and their daring escapes to America. 
2011 marks 135 years since the Catalpa escape; one of the most audacious prison escapes of all time. It was a mission that spanned the globe linking Ireland, England, Australia and the United States of America. This succinct presentation of the story is a must see for those interested in Western Australia’s history.

The Fenians were amongst the final group of convicts sent to Western Australia. Their arrival in 1868 signaled the end of convict transportation to Australia. While escape attempts from the Prison were common, the Fenians were involved in the only two entirely successful escapes known in the history of the Prison. In 1869 Fenian leader John Boyle O’Reilly slipped away from a road gang near Bunbury and escaped on an American whaler. Six more Fenians followed him in 1876, fleeing on board the American whaler Catalpa. 

The Catalpa Escape is a compact exhibition containing interactive touchscreens which feature original Fenian convict diaries, rare Fenian material and photographs. Children and adults will enjoy the convict dress ups and ball and chain.

The exhibition runs until August 7 in the Prison Gallery at Fremantle Prison. Admission to the exhibition is free, open 9am to 5pm daily. There is an accompanying illustrated publication available for purchase from the Prison Gift Shop. 
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